TIIK MKMOIRS OK COUNT WITTE
waited for the Soviet to meet, which the latter hesitated to
do. Their fours wore well founded, for us soon as the body
gathered on December wird in the 1 lull of the Free Economic
Society, the members, H)<> in all, were rounded up and
arrested After Nosar's arrest the Soviet had attempted
to put through a plan for a general strike as a protest
against the arrest, but their eiiorts were In vain.
Thus ended the nfiair of the Workmen's Soviet and its
leader, Nosar. The matter was greatly overdrawn by the
press* for the simple reason that these strikes, involving, as
they did, the printers, touehed the pockets of the newspaper
people. Of course, there were among the journalists men
who sympathiml with the "Workers* Revolution," but
those were impecunious journalists, mostly dreamers,
Revolution always and everywhere brings forth such
fanatical idealists.
Since 1905 there have been no serious strikes in Russia,
The strike movement during the revolution taught the
workers to assume a very skeptical attitude toward leaders
like Nosar.   It also taught the employers a lesson.  To a
certain extent they have bettered the conditions of the
workers.   The Government, too, learned a lesson.   This
year the Government has enacted a workmen's insurance
law, despite the masked opposition of some of the repre-
sentatives of industry sitting in the Imperial Council and
Duma.   This law was practically approved about twenty1
years ago, when I was Minister of Finances, but met with
constant obstruction.   Nevertheless, the revolution appears
nouo have taught any lesson to the gendarmerie and secret
police.    This very year  an  officer of the gendarmes,
Tereschenko by name, if I remember rightly, caused up-
wards of 200 Lena miners to be shot, although the men
tried to better their intolerable condition by peaceful means
and only after their patience had been tried for many years.
The local administration was apparently in the pay of the